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its number; and we hear that the action for libel (Craig v. Jex Blake)
is expected to come off about the 30th of May. Several well known
medical men are to appear in the witness-box.-Dr. Dixon, the House-
Physician of the Fever Wards, has mnade a rapid and complete re-
covery.-There are still very few cases of small-pox in Edinburgh.

IRE LAND.

DR. WILLIAM ROE has been appointed Examiner in Midwifery and
Diseases of Women and Children to the Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland.
By a recent Order in Council, the parent and auxiliary asylums in

Clonmel have been amalgamated; and Dr. W. D. Garner has been
appointed Resident Medical Superintendent.
CONSTANT importations of small-pox from Liverpool are reported at

the Irish ports; but, by the vigilance of the Poor-law medical officers,
they are isolated, and the disease is prevented from spreading. Two
such were reported at the last meeting of the Carlow guardians.

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF IRELAND.

THE President of the Irish College of Surgeons, Dr. Albert Walsh,
gave last week the customary annual banquets to the Examiners and
Professors, and to the Council of the College. The College Club
dinner, which includes all who either do or have held office in the
College, took place on Saturday, and was very largely attended. On
the first Monday in June, the annual dinner of the Irish Medical Asso-
ciation will be held in the College.

APOTHECARIES' HALL OF IRELAND.
THE Council's Annual Prize in Pharmaceutical Chemistry, open to
apprentices, the subject foi -vhich this year was Thze British Phatmaco-
pacia, was awarded on the 5th instant to Mr. Albert E. Swayne.
At the same time, a Second Rank Honour Certificate was given to
Mlr. Herbert Alexander Auchinleck for distinguished answering at the
examination.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
THE TWO SIEGES OF PARIS.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
[UNDER date MIay 7th, we have the following from our correspondent
in Paris. It serves to explain the cessation of communications during
a vely interesting period, which has been a source of regret to ourselves
and no doubt to our readers. Feacta non verba is, however, under such
circumstances, a principle which has so much to recommend it to our
profession, that Dr. Rose Cormack will readily stand excused for having
postponed the duties of the correspondent to those of the physician. If
he had done less he would have written more, is a very noble excuse.
Placed under conditions which appealed strongly to his professional
zeal and humanity, he has responded devotedly to the call, and through-
out the two sieges of Paris has done something more than his duty. This
slight tribute is due at our hands to him as an Englishman, as an old
and esteemed member of the Association, and as a former editor of this
JOURNAL.]
A courier starts in a few hours for London. In reply to a letter

I had from you a few days after the capitulation of Paris, I promised
to resume-at least in some sort of a fashion-my letters to the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL. It was my wish to do so, and to give some re-
trospective glimpses at the sanitary and medico-chirurgical history of
the siege, from which we were then emerging; but circumstances have
prevented me from having any of that repose or time so necessary to
throw into a form at once succinct and readable a five months' history
of personal medico-chirurgical life, teeming with incidents of consider-
able social and scientific value. Whilst thinking how I could best
fulfil my promise to you, I became quite suddenly weak and ill-over-

whelmed, in fact, with various symptoms ofscurvy, such as fits of breath-
lessness, spongy gums, and suppurating toes and fingers. I lost four
nails from the toes of my left foot, and one nail from my right hand.
Well, by lemon-juice and citrate of iron, I got well, and by the time
of the last revolution was nearly myself again: my ambulance duties
were again a pleasure, and it was regretfully that I looked to the Ist
April, the day on which the ambulance was to be closed, and the few
patients who might be then remaining to be distributed for the comple-
tion of their convalescence. At this time I had sketched a plan of
some six or eight letters to you.

All at once the aspect of affairs, public and personal, became
changed. Mr. Wallace resolved to keep his ambulance open for the
wounded civilians and insurgents, victims of the present civil war; and,
as Drs. Shrimpton and Herbert were both in London, the entire medi-
cal and surgical duty devolved on me, assisted by my son, a student of
medicine. The work has been very full and very anxious occupation,
so that since my health was restored till this hour I have never had
breathing time. Considering that seven of my children are absent-all
in different places-you can understand that I have had letter-writing
enough, without trying to do your JOURNAL requirements. I hope
you will accept my explanation for what it really is-a bare statement
of facts.

I have the whole medico-chirurgical' duty at the ambulance, i6,
rue d'Aguesseau, and have now about forty beds. For five weeks (till
a few days ago) I had English hospital medical duty also; but since
Dr. Herbert's return I have had only the wounded to attend to.

Besides the fighting men, I get civilians accidentally wounded. I
have had five such, and four remain under treatment ; one is a woman,
whose leg I amputated below the knee three weeks ago to-morrow,
and another is her sister (injured by the same shell), who is recovering
from a broken arm and other injuries. Along with these two I re-
ceived the husband of the first, also seriously wounded: he left con-
valescent some days ago, and is now an out-patient. The amputation
case looked a very unpromising one for operation, but still to operate
was obligatory. This poorwoman had not only her leg utterly smashed,
but she had seventeen other lacerated wounds, two of which, on the
thigh of the limb operated on, were formidable in themselves. Not-
withstanding these unfavourable conditions, recovery has gone on, I may
almost say, without a check, and now I look on the patient as safe.
She has had her windows open night and day, and has had a room to
herself, with admirable nursing. I have done the dressings (with my
son's aid) with my own hands ; and this one case, I assure you, has
been a daily heavy item in my time-bill. The other two civilian cases
are less terrible than that which I have now sketched, but they are bad
enough. One is awoman who was struck by an obus at eight o'clock the
night before last at the Champs Elysees, corner of the rue de Cirque,
within five minutes ofmy ambuZance! This shell did not explode, and
had evidently lost much of its force, for the patient only has her leg
broken (tibia and fibula) transverselv, and a moderate laceration of the
soft parts. My fourth civilian is an Englishman, who got a Chassepot
ball through his thigh when looking at the fighting (foolish curiosity) at
the Porte des Ternes. He was within the gate, and the shot was one
of a very few that came over the rampart on that occasion.
The wounded insurgents are my chief charge, however. I have a

most interesting service. There is no hospital in Paris where the ven-
tilation and cleanliness of the wards and all other hygienic conditions
are so well attended to. This is owing to my having entire command
of all that is reasonable or possible. Mr. Wallace is at the cost of
everything, and the only order he gives is-Do yozur bestfor tlze patients.
With things on such a footing, no amount of labour that is physically
possible do I feel to be too severe: it is all a pleasure. Three weeks
ago yesterday, I excised the head of the humerus (in an insurgent), and,
after removing a portion of the smashed shaft, resected the bone. The
injury was committed by a Chassep&t ball, which did no injury worth
noting to the soft parts, so that the case was very favourable for oper-
ating, though fully two inches of the man's humerus are in my cabinet.
He goes on to a wish.
From what I have said, you will see that I am brim-full of business.

Were the ambulance not at my very door I could not do its work and
my other work, which is also pretty stiff sometimes. Thank God, my
health is now as good as it can be.

Yours, very sincerely, JOIIN ROSE CORMACK.

CHESTERFIELD HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.-The account read at
the annual meeting showed a balance of /392:13 : 2 in favour of the
institution. The endowment fund amounted to /5,385, wvhich had
been increased by the receipt of two legacies of /ioo and one of Z5o.
His Grace the Duke of Devonshire has been appointed President of the
Hospital for the ensuing year.


